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And so it goes on, column after column, page after page, until
well within our own time, when the worst of all disasters
occurred in full sight of the entrance to Sydney harbour.

Read that list if ever you happen to come across a copy of
The Australian Encyclopedia, into which I dip whenever novels
bore me and I want to read something really interesting. Then
you will begin to understand the truly gigantic proportions of
the problem with which we are dealing, and you will realize
that a chapter like this must by the very nature of its dimensions
be somewhat disjointed and disconnected and sadly lacking in
sequence. For during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
all sorts of people from every corner of the earth were simul-
taneously trying to solve a problem that was much too vast for
them and that could not possibly be solved in a hurry. Yet they
were in a hurry, for time meant money to those who had risked
their pennies upon these foolhardy expeditions in search of spice
islands, gold islands, and all sorts of hidden paradises. And so
they continued searching, exploring, inquiring, examining, and
getting themselves drowned, but ever again tackling the prob-
lem from a new angle, sailing now from east to west, next from
west to east or from south to north, and starting all over again
as soon as they had been able to borrow a few thousand guilders
or pounds.

The discovery of the Pacific Ocean is the most dramatic and
fascinating chapter in the whole dramatic and fascinating story
of navigation and exploration. For all these voyages were
enacted against a background of utter loneliness, the loneliness
of the Pacific. It is a loneliness such as is not to be found in
any other part of the world. It is a loneliness tha.t seems to cut
a man completely off from all his fellow-men. And once
you have experienced that loneliness you wonder how anyone
ever had the courage to hoist sail and boldly enter upon this
watery desert when he had not the slightest idea of the fete that
awaited him, and when he realized that the chances of his ever
returning were about one against nine.